SONS OF  ADAM

'We Nasara (it does equally well for English) 'are a
very powerful tribe/ I told them..

cAnd who do you say is your forbear?'

'Adam!' I said, somewhat evasively, 'so that we were all
very closely related at first and only fell away afterwards.'

'That's a fact,' they said, looking at one another as much
as to say - 'he speaks a divine truth.'

'And do you practise cleanliness? (i.e. circumcision).'

'It is not compulsory,' I hedged.

'Then there are men and women uncircumcised among
you ?'

'Yes,' I confessed.

'God forgive you,' he replied.

With these tribes circumcision is a rite of great import-
ance, and is so different from the practices of the rest of
Arabia as to suggest an independent origin. The male is
circumcised on reaching adolescence; the girl on the day of
her birth. This system of adult male and infant female cir-
cumcision is the reverse of that found elsewhere in Arabia,1
notably in Oman where the practice is infant male circum-
cision (about six years old) and circumcision of the girl
when approaching the age of ten. In both regions, with
the male the whole of the foreskin is removed, but as
regards the female, while the Arabs of Oman merely incise
the top of the clitoris, these tribes of the central south per-
form clitoridectomy. This adult male circumcision con-
forms to the ancient Egyptian practice, for male mummies
dug up at Thebes show that this rite was even then ob-
served. Here in these mountains there are elaborate cere-

11 am told that in the Upper Euphrates valley circumcision of males is
done at puberty, females never; and puberty is loosely interpreted to mean
twelve to eighteen.
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